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GOD’S CHOSEN DWELLING PLACE 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

Flee Sexual Immorality 

12 “All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful for 

me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. 13 “Food is meant for the stomach and 

the stomach for food”—and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not 

meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14 And God 

raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power. 15 Do you not know that your 

bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them 

members of a prostitute? Never! 16 Or do you not know that he who is joined to a 

prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, “The two will become one 

flesh.” 17 But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18 Flee from 

sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the 

sexually immoral person sins against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your 

body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not 

your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 

 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

The Ebola virus… when the US had its first cases of the Ebola virus, hospital waste 

became a challenge. Ebola can bring on diarrhea, vomiting, and hemorrhaging of 

blood. That’s a lot of bodily fluids to corral and dispose of from any disease. But when 

the disease is as highly contagious as Ebola, greater expertise and more equipment is 

needed for waste disposal.  It is more than most hospitals have. Most hospitals do not 

have incinerators or the steam sterilizers called autoclaves that can handle large 

amounts of infectious waste.  
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Texas Health Presbyterian, the hospital in Dallas where two nurses became ill after 

treating an Ebola patient, had to pack up these huge, 55-gallon drums of waste. They 

packed up everything from body fluids to linens to contaminated protective suits to an 

entire hospital bed and sent it to an incinerator five hours away. Then, because Ebola 

is such a messy illness, patients’ rooms have to be meticulously scrubbed so that not 

one stray drop of blood or vomit can spread the virus to another patient or worker. But 

the cleaning itself is so hazardous that it, too, requires special training and a 

knowledge of which hospital sterilizers and cleaners are likely to kill the virus. 

 

Blood, mucus, spit. Bodily fluids. The fluids of the body. They don’t make the human 

body sound very nice.  

 

Still, the human body is where God chooses to live. It’s God’s real home. Well what 

about the church? What about heaven? Well, listen to what Jesus says in John 14:23: 

“If anyone loves Me, He will obey My teaching. My Father will love him, and we will 

come to him and make our home with him.” Then, Jesus goes on to talk about being 

the Vine while we are the branches. “Remain in Me,” He says, “and I will remain in 

you.”  

 

That brings us to 1 Corinthians 6:19 where it says “Do you not know that your body is a 

temple of the Holy Spirit?” Your body is where the Holy Spirit dwells. Your body is where 

God lives. As Paul writes in Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no 

longer live, but Christ lives in me.” The body, even with its not-so-nice body fluids, is 

where God has chosen to live. It’s His real home. 

 

And, you know what? You don’t actually have a problem with that. Because on the 

topic of sexual immorality, as Paul talks about here in 1 Corinthians 6, you want others 

to know that their body is God’s home. You want your children and your 

grandchildren and your great-grandchildren to respect their bodies and to treat their 

bodies, bodily fluids and all, as the temple of the Holy Spirit. You don’t have any 

problem saying that God has chosen to live in the body when the conversation turns 

to abortion. You and I want more people to see each tiny, not-yet-born, infant body 

as a place where God chooses to live through Holy Baptism.  
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So, you’re okay with saying that the human body is God’s real home. Until that body 

happens to be a body that you want to look upon with lust. Then, you’re not thinking 

that their body is a place where God wants to live, are you?  But, if we have looked 

upon someone with lust, who is not our spouse, if we looked upon them like an object 

of sexual desire, then we treated them no differently than if we had spit on them. And 

that’s a long way from treating other’s bodies as temples of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Indeed, we spit on others at times, because we do not want to look upon them. Have 

we looked upon the bloated or emaciated bodies of hungry children? Have we 

looked upon the greasy-clothed bodies of those who are homeless? Have we looked 

upon the dark-skinned faces of those who are here illegally? Have we looked upon 

the tattooed and pierced bodies of today’s younger generation? Or do we look 

away? Do we turn away from them?  

 

There are those bodies we don’t want to look upon, people we would rather not have 

to look at. People we would rather not have to deal with. People from whom we want 

turn away, even if they need our help or need our love. But if we have turned away 

from them, that is no different than spitting on their bodies. That is no way to treat a 

temple of the Holy Spirit. That way of treating people refuses to admit that the human 

body is God’s real home. 

 

The human body, bodily fluids and all, is God’s real home. Whether it is appealing to 

the eye or bloated from starvation, whether it is scantily-clothed or greasily-clothed, 

whether it is the color of silky chocolate or pasty white, whether it is tattooed or 

pierced, the human body is God’s real home. That’s what we just celebrated at 

Christmas. God became flesh. God came down here. God made a human body His 

home. God made a tiny, not-yet-born, infant body His home… bodily fluids and all. He 

was born amid bodily fluids and all…God in the flesh, with all of the accompanying 

body fluids of a baby, including spit-up from being burped. God made that body His 

holy temple. He entered this life covered in blood, so that one day covered in His own 

blood, His bloody death would sterilize away and scrub away and wash away 

whatever we have spit on others.  
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All our lust or looks of disgust, with which we looked upon or turned away from folks, He 

incinerated away with His holy, precious blood.  

 

Now, we have a second chance in how we look upon the bodies of others. The tables 

for us have been turned. All because folks turned away from Jesus. Jesus’ body was 

one of those bodies people do not want to look upon. Punched and beaten to a 

bloody mess, He was despised and rejected, like one from whom people turn away 

and hide their faces. Why did Jesus go through that if not to die for us to give us new 

life, for us to be resurrected, for us to be born anew in our thinking? Why did Jesus go 

through all of that rejection if not to be resurrected in a body that ate and sweated 

and grew hair to change our minds for all time about where God’s real home is?  

 

In the body.  

 

He makes His real home here in bodies that sweat and ooze and produce other fluids, 

so that He changes our minds about how we look upon the bodies of others. Bodies 

that are deeply affected by what they have and don’t have.  

 

Bodies that are deeply affected by whether they are accepted or not accepted. 

Folks who are deeply affected by whether they are loved or not loved. Folks in whom 

God wants to live.  

 

But we are the bridge to them. God grants to us, like an Ebola virus survivor, a second 

chance.  God grants us a second chance to look upon the bodies of all others as 

potential temples of the Holy Spirit. Who knows how God might begin to use that way 

of looking upon others as a way to bring healing into all of our lives for those things that 

are far worse than Ebola?    

 

Amen 


